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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto


Sis. Elaine Clem ; Bro. Malcolm Smith


Bro. Jack and Sis. Joyce Green  both 


mothers are ill.


Sis. Mary Scott's mother


Sis. Becky Sulc's mother


Bro. Jeff & Tandie Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby 


Our  efforts to acquire an evangelist are 


Moving forward. Let's all pray for this.


Remember those who are traveling.





________________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Second Monday of the Month


7:30 PM


At the Building         _________________________________________


The Messenger is a work of
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---David brown


   Asst. 1-----Philip West	


   Asst. 2-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 3-----Jack Green


   Asst. 4-----Buddy Clark


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Joey Jackson


Scripture Reading--Malcolm Smith


Sermon-------James Shewmaker


Announcements--Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer-----Brad Bowman


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Jack Green


Song Leader-------Ross Statham


2nd Prayer------Jim Statham


Scripture Reading--Drew Bowman


Sermon----James Shewmaker


Lord's Supper----David Brown


Announcements--Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer-----Ken Gay


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Rex Veteto


Invitation---Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Memorial Day





"this do in remembrance of me".


(Luke 22:19)





     Tomorrow, May 30, 2005 this nation will celebrate "Memorial Day", a day set aside to honor those who have given their life for this country. It will be a great public spectacle with parades, fireworks and fanfare of all kinds. In many places preparations have been going on 


for some time. On Thursday I drove through Dahlonega and every 100 feet on both side of 


the road was a cross with an American flag on top and the name of a man and the conflict in which he died.  It is certainly appropriate to show honor for those who died for our freedom.


      There is, however, a far more important memorial on this day that the majority of Americans, many of whom call themselves Christians, will ignore. One instituted by our Lord to remember the one who died to free us from a far greater fate than the tyranny of man. 


It was to set us free from the bondage of sin and death. "It was for freedom that Christ set us free”. (Gal. 5: 1) 


     There will be no parade, no fanfare, only two basic staples of life eaten by those who celebrate His death. Of the unleavened bread He said, 


"this is my body which was given for you"


Cont. on page 3





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








 of life is another demonstration of His unwillingness to compromise with modernity (John 6).  The Lord by His choice of language seems almost intent on driving off those fascinated with "the bread that perishes" so that those willing to learn something eternal might be held (vv. 53-58; 67-69).  It is not the gospel that needs changing but modern culture.  Jesus did not come to make us comfortable but to make us holy.  Too many preachers have been bending so far over to speak to the modern world that they have fallen in.


__________________________________


Cont. from page 1


and of the cup, "this is the new covenant in my blood poured out for you, this do in remembrance of me". (Lk. 22: 19-20) 


     When we come together as an assembly of disciples, we need to consider carefully our purpose. In (I Cor. 11: 26) when Paul begins with "For", he introduces the reason the supper is continually repeated, i.e. "to proclaim the Lord's death until he comes". The question is, however, to whom do we proclaim these things? Certainly not to the world, for if so we would do it on the street corners. Rather, it is to one another, those of "like precious faith", who believe that He died, was buried, arose, ascended to the Father and is surely coming again. It is one of those built in support mechanisms of assembly worship that help us help each other get to heaven.             


     Why would anyone choose to miss it?			JP





Jesus' meeting with Nicodemus is very instructive in how the gospel must meet culture.  Nicodemus was a "modern" man, a complete product of contemporary Jewish culture.  He had not gotten where he was by bucking the system but by yielding to and working with it.  He was devoutly religious but in a very traditional way.  His expectations were for Jesus to advance the cause of Israel along traditional lines, no radical departures.  Likely he envisioned a political kingdom with no suffering and no waiting.  He knew Jesus was from God but had no clue as to what He was about (John 2:23-25).


       Yet Jesus in approaching this wealthy and prominent Jew makes no accommodations to his prejudices but immediately challenges him with the necessity of being born anew, radically changed, before he was fit for the kingdom of heaven.  All this sent Nicodemus into an intellectual spin as his carnal values attempted to deal with a spiritual truth; but Jesus rather than accommodating his confusion largely adds to it by His further words:  "If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things" (John 3:12).   Nicodemus' eventual conversion came not by Jesus' accommodation to the ruler's cultural prejudices but by His refusal to do so.  Nicodemus, unlike most Pharisees, did not turn away in disgust but stayed to listen and to learn.


   Jesus' great sermon on the bread  





					





Jesus and The Modern World


By Paul Earnhart





The efforts of supposed followers of Christ to accommodate the gospel to the "modern world" have been as unchanging as they are unfortunate.  Any objection to the teaching of Christ which begins with "But this is the twentieth century," is the equivalent of saying "But this is Tuesday."  If Jesus really is the Son of God then modern culture must be allowed to impact on His message.  In fact it must be the reverse.  This point was recently made from a most unusual quarter.








All this reminds us of a young preacher some years ago that said with obvious anguish that people coming off the street to our assemblies "don’t know what we are talking about".  This was recently echoed by a writer who observed that our way of worship not only did not "make sense" to worldly people but was "weird" to them (Lynn Anderson, Navigating the Winds of Change, ACU Press, 1994, p. 137).


       This should not surprise or dismay us.  Why should we expect men and women ignorant of biblical teachings and saturated with the mindsets and values of this culture to easily understand the gospel or the way Christians worship God?  As Willimon observes we would not expect that of a person attending his first physics class or viewing his first baseball game.  New concepts and vocabulary have to be learned.  Paul, so willing to yield his personal freedom for the sake of others (I Corinthians 9:19-22), was determined to preach the gospel without accommodation even though it was "to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness" (I Corinthians 1:23).  To have done otherwise would have destroyed its power to save and transform the lives of men. 





       William Willimon, dean of the chapel and professor of Christian ministry at Duke University recently wrote in Leadership Journal:  "Most of the preaching I have heard in my own church family struggles to relate the gospel to the modern world.  When we sought to use our sermons to build a bridge from the old world of the Bible to the new, modern world, the traffic was moving only one direction….  It was always the modern world rummaging about in Scripture, saying things like, 'This relates to me,' or,  I'm sorry, this is really impractical,' or 'I really can't make sense out of that.'  It was always the modern world telling the Bible what's what.  But this way of preaching fails to do justice to the rather imperialistic claims of Scripture.  The Bible does not want to speak to the modern world; the Bible wants to convert the modern world" ("This Culture is Overrated", winter 1997).


     Willimon goes on to say that the modern world must be made to understand that it is not "the facts" but a mental construct, a way of looking at the world which may be utterly false.  Indeed it already seems to be giving way to another cultural view - the "post-modern" world.











